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Judaism became a crime,  and the Church never ceased to
complain of the rival attraction of the synagogue.1

VI

METHODS AND SUCCESS OF JEWISH PROPAGANDA

Various indeed were the methods employed by Jewish
propaganda.

First there was individual influence. As soon as a Jew
believed in the value of spreading his religion, he began working
in his own circle. This was the method adopted by the devotees
of Oriental cults, and later by the Christians when first they
made their appearance in the Gentile world.

Then there was the method of literary propaganda which
gave rise to an extensive literature, often wearing a pagan
mask in order the better to attract the attention of men who
would not have opened a Jewish book.2 Differing in form, these
writings nevertheless possessed one common feature3: they
presented themselves either under cover of a legendary authority,
such as that of the Sibyl,4 or else under the names of historical
figures, such as Aristeas, an alleged official at the court of
Ptolemy II Philadelphus,5 or Hecatseus of Abdera, the philoso-
pher and historian of the time of Alexander.6 The city of
Alexandria was the great workshop for the production of such
works, each of which has its own definite purpose. Thus, the
Sibylline Oracles are direct propaganda, stressing the folly of
idolatrous cults and exalting the eternal bliss which is the
promised reward of conversion. The others prefer indirect
methods, seeking rather to bring honour and respect to the
Jewish name and to the Jewish Law. This, for instance, is the
object of Pseudo-Aristeas. Indeed, it may be said that, in a
sense, all the Jews who wrote in Greek were apologists, and
therefore propagandists, for Judaism.

Lastly, there was the propaganda carried on by the synagogues,
which strove to interest well-disposed pagans, admitting them
at least to their precincts, and instructing them in the truth.

All these methods appear to have met with considerable
success. Josephus, exaggerating as usual, writes as follows:7
" There is no city among the Greeks, nor any people among

1 Commodian, Instr., i, 28,11 ff. ; i, 37, especially vv. 8 ff.    Juridical
texts in XLVII, i, 260.

2 XLVH, i, 254 n.          s LXXV, iii, 420 ff.         4 LXXV, iii, 421.

5 On the Letter of Ajisteas, see LXXV, iii, 466.

6 He was the author of a work entitled On the Jews.    Cf. LXXV, iii,
461.         7 C. Ap.9 ii, 29 ;  XLVH, i, 276 and note ;  LXXV, iii, 115 ff.